
 
Tracks one, two, three & four  

Interview with Richard Phelps,  

author of Kill The Messenger.  

(ISLLC standard 1—promoting the success of all students by facilitating the 
development , articulation, implementation, and stewardship of a vision of 
learning) Nancy Sellers interviews Richard Phelps,  the author of two books defending the 
use of standardized testing in the US. In this interview he answers the objections and com-
plaints of the anti-testing critics and offers a logic defense of the place of testing in education,  

He can be reached at richardphelps@comcast.net 

 

Quote From the Interview: "There are very few cases in life where it is better to have no infor-
mation than to have information...“ 

 

  

 
 
 

 Verbatim  transcript of this month’s interview with Mr. Phelps. Also discus-
sion questions for your own learning community—on the login page. 

 
  
 Personal web site for Richard Phelps @  
 
 Chapter Three of her training manual—What Every Teacher Should Know 

About Learning, Memory, and the Brain to read or print out.  

Building electronic learning communities and briefing educational leaders: 
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Tracks one, two, three & four - Main interview  
 Dr. Sam Redding   Turning around failing schools 

and improving the rest. 
(ISLLC Standard 1...A school administrator 
is an educational leader who promotes the 
success of all students… by developing a 
vision of learning that is shared and sup-
ported by the school community...)   Nancy 
Sellers discusses what we have learned 
about changing the direction of perennial 
“needs improvement” schools and the strate-
gies that make a difference, from the director of the Center for Innovation 
and Improvement.    

Track five –The Learning Point! 
(ISLLC Standard 2...A school administrator is an educational 

leader who promotes the success of all students… by advocating 
and sustaining a school culture conductive to student learning ...) 

Dr. Sabrina Laine, chief program officer for  Learning Points As-
sociates, describes a new project called Retaining Teacher Talent that will 
identify best practices to recruit and keep the best teachers.  

     Track six –Updates 
Ian Jukes (ISLLC Standard 6—A school administrator is an 
educational leader who  understands the larger political social and cultural context.  pro-

gram officer  the technology editor of the Audio Journal offers an update 
about banning cell phones and how some schools are using them for 
school projects. 
 

And Dr. Matt McClure of the Cross-County SD in Arkansas, de-
scribes how he was able to turn his schools around and become the Arkan-
sas Supt. of the year!  (this update is only available on the web 
page) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 Verbatim transcript of interview with Dr. Redding, his books, arti-

cles  and web site (Center for Innovation and Improvement).  
 
 Link to Learning Point Assoc. web site  to resources in Retaining 

Teacher Talent. 
 
 Link to the Committed Sardine (Ian Jukes web site) and more information about us-

ing technology in the classroom.  
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